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SWEET GUM.
Everybody in the Gulf States and for some distance north and east

of that region knows the sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciftua), whether
they call it by this name or know it as bilsted, star-leaved gum, or alligator
tree. It is not likely, however, that many of them realize that this tree is a
close relative of the witch-hazel (Hamamelis Virginiana), but both belong
to the Hamamelidaceae. Of recent years, the sweet gum has become of
much commercial importance, and under the name of red gum is now
used for furniture, interior finish, and the like, running a close second to
oak in this respect. It is estimated that one-eighth of all the hard-wood
still standing in the United States is red gum. Though this tree grows
naturally as far north as Connecticut and southern Illinois, it thrives
under cultivation much farther from the equator. The brilliant coloring
of the leaves in autumn, together with their unusual shape, makes the
trees most desirable specimens for street planting, while the curious
prickly globes of fruit and the corky winged branches add to their at-
tractions. Prom wounds in the trunk a clear gum oozes out which is
much used as chewing gum in the region where it grows. A single other
species is found in Asia Minor.�[The American Botanist.

BIOLOGY AT AN INLAND BIOLOGICAL STATION.
Teachers of,biology in inland schools will be glad to learn of the pos-

sibilities of studying plants or animals, or of doing investigation work along
biological lines at a fresh water biological station which has passed be-
yond the experimental stage, and where opportunity is given to study
living organisms both in the field and in the laboratory. For the past
eight seasons the University of Michigan has maintained a biological sta-
tion at Douglas Lake in Cheboygan County, Michigan, as a part of its
regular summer session. At this station regular courses and investiga-
tional work in the natural history and ecology of plants and animals of
fields and forests, streams and lakes, are carried on under the direction
of specialists chosen from the teaching staff of the University of Michigan
and from other universities. The courses are directly of value to the teach-
er who wants to learn more of animals in their natural environment, and
these courses are designed to supplement rather than to duplicate those
given in the usual curriculum of colleges and universities.

Living conditions are excellent but somewhat unusual. All members
of the station live in storm-proof tents in a well-organized camp, and they
take their meals at the common mess which is conducted on the co-
operative plan. Swimming and boating after working hours and gather-
ing about bonfires on the beach furnish the chief forms of recreation for
the members of the station. The health of the members is cared for by
the station physician, who also sees that the camp is kept in a sanitary
condition.
While the work of the various classes is done largely in the field or on the

water, proper laboratory facilities are at hand for use when necessary.
The climate of northern Michigan is invigorating. A large proportion

of the days are clear. There is usually but a small per cent of hot days.
but even in hot weather the nights are always cool. Students who ar-
rive jaded and the worse for wear from a year’s work in the classroom
almost without exception leave at the close of the session in excellent con-
dition to resume their studies. Not the least of these advantages is the
moderate expense attached to a summer spent in study at this station.

Inquiries should be addressed to: Director, the Biological Station, Ann
Arbor, Michigan.


